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Robot technology has been expanding from closed spaces such as factories to open spaces such as 

homes and streets. Cleaning robots have already been introduced in many houses, and many robots 
for social communication with humans have been developed. Furthermore, it is envisioned that many 
automated vehicles will drive around cities in the near future. The spread of these robots and 
artificial intelligence technologies will drastically change our society and is expected to bring 
unprecedented affluence and well-being to people’s lives. However, there is also a concern that new 
social problems that have never been considered, so-called ELSI (Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues), 
will occur as robots begin to autonomously work close to humans. To address them, transdisciplinary 
debate from technological, ethical, legal, social, and scientific perspectives is required. It is now time 
for not only philosophers, jurists, and policy makers but also scientists and engineers to consider 
social implications of developing robot technology and to be responsible for the global community. 
This special issue aims to explore problems in social implementation of advanced robots and discuss 
how to solve or manage them from diverse research areas to develop truly acceptable robots. The 
interest topics of the special issue include, but are not limited to: 

 
 Potential issues in applications of autonomous robots in society 
 Methodology for ethical risk assessments of robots 
 Design for artificial moral agents 
 Laws for autonomous systems/robots 
 Social implications of advanced robots 
 Subjective trust, responsibility, and sense of agency in human-robot interactions 
 
 

Submission:  The full-length manuscript (either PDF file or MS word file) should be sent by August 
31, 2020 to the office of Advanced Robotics, the Robotics Society of Japan through the on-line submission 
system of the journal (https://www.rsj.or.jp/AR/submission). Sample manuscript templates and detailed 
instructions for authors are available at the website of the journal. 


